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What is Unix / Linux?

Standard operating system 
(alternative to MS Windows, Mac OS)

Provides a way for you to interact 
with the computer

Many ‘flavors’ of Unix, using Linux
- Ubuntu 
- Centos 
- Debian

Typically free



 

Why use Linux / Unix ?

Many bioinformatics programs 
produce outputs that are large text files

Unix is very suitable for dealing 
with such files

Powerful and flexible commands for 
processing large text files

Widely used in scientific community



Using Linux



The Command Line

Command line prompt 
(The terminal)



Common Commands



ls command



mkdir command



Directory structures



Unix tips and tricks
Unix is case sensitive

- Typing LS is NOT the same as typing ls

You need to put spaces between
- a command
- the values passed to the command

Unix is not psychic!
- If you misspell the name of command or a file it will not understand you

Error messages are often really informative. Read them carefully

Organization is key!
- File names, directory structure, commands use



VIRTUAL MACHINE



Step 1 : Email invite



Step 2 : Microsoft Account

For Azure Lab — needs to be same as invite email



Step 3 : Azure Lab main screen



Step 4 : Start Virtual Machine

Click the slider to “Start” the VM



Step 5 : Virtual Machine Starting



Step 5 : Virtual Machine Starting

A few moments



Step 6 : Install Microsoft Remote Desktop

Does not matter what email you use to download !!!



Step 6 : Install Microsoft Remote Desktop 
(Mac)

Download in App Store



Step 7 : Connecting to VM

Click “Connect via RDP” 
Save file



Step 8 : Open RDP file

Open by clicking

Or drag and drop file here 
In Microsoft Remote Desktop App



Step 8 : Open RDP file

Click file to open



Step 9 : VM Start Screen

This is password you used to set up VM from email



Step 10 : Have Fun !!!



Shutting Down the VM

Click ‘Ubuntu’ in top right corner 
Select “Log out”



Shutting Down the VM

Stop the VM here !!!!


